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Trump touts Putin's ‘powerful’ dental 


THE TAKE 


A moment that 
will leave a mark 
on this presidency 


BY DAN BALZ 


hen the history of Donald 

Trump’s presidency is 

ultimately written, July 
16, 2018, will have a special entry. 
On a day when the setting called 
for a show of strength and resolve 
from an American president, 
Trump instead offered deference, 
defensiveness, equivocation and 
weakness. 

If anyone can recall a 
performance by a U.S. president 
that rivaled the one seen around 
the world Monday, let them come 
forward. In the meantime, 
Trump’s extraordinary joint news 
conference with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will 
stand on its own, for sheer shock 
value and for the reality of an 
opportunity lost. 

Here was a president turning 
his back on the collective work of 
US. intelligence agencies, looking 
the other way at indictments 
returned last week by special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller ITI 
against 12 Russian military 
intelligence officers who sought 
to undermine American 
democracy during the 2016 
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KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS 


President Trump refused to rebuke Vladimir Putin in Helsinki on Monday over Russian interference in the 2016 election. 


At news conference, a stunning assault 
on his own government, justice system 


BY GREG MILLER 
AND SHANE HARRIS 


HELSINKI — U.S. officials had 
only days earlier released some of 
the most detailed intelligence on 
Russia that America’s spies have 
ever allowed the public to see: 
information on bitcoin deposits, 
names of cyber-operatives even a 
description of a keyboard used to 
hack the 2016 U.S. election cam- 
paign. Then the nation’s top in- 
telligence official warned that 
Russia’s cyber-intrusions were 
not only real but have continued 
unabated. 


None of it has been enough to 
persuade President Trump to be- 
lieve his government over the 
claims of the Kremlin. 

In an astonishing repudiation 
of U.S. intelligence services and 
the American system of justice, 
Trump used a stage he shared 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin — in a Finnish palace 
packed with international jour- 
nalists — to voice breathtaking 
doubts about the case against 
Moscow and renew his attacks on 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III. 

INTEL CONTINUED ON A6 


Putin claims ignorance: Says he doesn’t know of any dirt on Trump. A8 


U.S. intelligence agencies “said they 
think it’s Russia. | have President Putin 
— he just said it’s not Russia.” 


President Trump 


“We have been clear in our assessments 
of Russian meddling in the 2016 election 
and their ongoing, pervasive efforts to 
undermine our democracy.” 


Daniel Coats, director of national intelligence 


“The president must appreciate 
that Russia is not our ally.” 


Speaker Paul D. Ryan, other Republicans react. A3 


He casts doubt on 
U.S. intelligence 
agencies, blasts 

election probe 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
ANTON TROIANOVSKI 
AND SEUNG MIN KIM 


HELSINKI — President Trump 
handed Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin an unalloyed diplomat- 
ic triumph during their summit 
here Monday as he refused to 
support the collective conclusion 
of U.S. intelligence agencies that 
Russia had interfered in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. 

Trump’s warm rhetorical em- 
brace of Putin, who he said had 
given him an “extremely strong 
and powerful” denial that Russia 
assaulted US. democracy, 
marked an extraordinary cap- 
stone to the first formal meeting 
between the current leaders of 
the world’s nuclear superpowers 
and sparked trepidation and hor- 
ror among many in Washington 
and around the globe. 

At a remarkable 46-minute 
joint news conference inside the 
Finnish presidential palace, 
Trump would not challenge Pu- 
tin’s claim that the Russian gov- 
ernment played no role in trying 
to sabotage the U.S. election, de- 
spite the Justice Department’s in- 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A8 


‘You can’t believe anyone’: A triumph 
of Putin’s ruthless worldview 


BY ANTON TROIANOVSKI 


HELSINKI — Responding to a 
question here about interference 
in the 2016 election, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin dis- 
tilled his worldview: “You can’t 
believe anyone.” 

For once, Putin had a Western 
leader standing next to him who 
rejects his critics in the same 
way. 

Monday’s summit with Presi- 
dent Trump gave Putin a new 
level of international prestige, 
especially for the many Russians 
exhilarated by what they see as 


their president’s success in re- 
building their country’s global 
influence. It allowed the Russian 
president to avoid the opprobri- 
um of the world’s most powerful 
country over election interfer- 
ence and other issues that have 
riled the West. 

But beyond Putin’s tactical 
gains, the Helsinki meeting high- 
lighted the global ascendance of 
Putin’s ruthless approach to poli- 
tics and to facts — the posture that 
any truth can be an illusion, that 
any journalist or public servant is 
likely pursuing an ulterior motive. 

PUTIN CONTINUED ON A6 


Gun advocate arrested: Charged with acting as Russian agent in U.S. A4 


Unlikely new crime-fighters 
have origins in genealogy 


BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL 


The young couple set out on a 
trip in 1987, speeding toward Seat- 
tle in a gold van, when they 
crossed paths with a killer. The 
man raped Tanya Van Cuylenborg 
and shot her in the head. Jay Cook 
was beaten and strangled. 

The killer left a pair of plastic 
gloves inside their vehicle, a ges- 
ture one detective interpreted as a 
taunt: You'll never catch me. 

That was true for more than 
three decades. Investigators spent 
thousands of hours sifting leads 
and probing suspects with little to 
show. But in late April, a former 
musical theater actor with no 


background in law enforcement 
took over the case. 

CeCe Moore and her team 
cracked it in three days. 

Moore put the killer’s DNA pro- 
file into a public genealogy web- 
site to find relatives and then built 
a family tree that led to a suspect, 
William Earl Talbott II. The truck 
driver was charged in Washington 
state in May. 

Since the same technique was 
used in April to find the man ac- 
cused of being the Golden State 
Killer, genetic genealogy has led to 
a flurry of breakthroughs in the 
coldest of cases, showing the po- 
tential to be a transformative tool 

GENETICS CONTINUED ON A18 


JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Harper has a blast (okay, lots of them) 
Wearing a D.C. flag as a bandanna, Bryce Harper wins the 
Home Run Derby before a hometown crowd at Nationals 
Park as part of baseball’s All-Star Game festivities. Sports, D1 


FCC chairman has concerns 
on Sinclair-Tribune merger 


BY BRIAN FUNG 
AND Tony ROoMM 


Sinclair Broadcasting’s bid to 
create a conservative television 
giant appeared to be in doubt on 
Monday after federal regulators 
highlighted “serious concerns” 
with the proposed acquisition of 
Tribune Media, a deal that is 
seeking to stretch the boundaries 
of what is allowed in U.S. broad- 
cast ownership. 

The chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
Ajit Pai, said that he intends to 
send key parts of the $3.9 billion 
deal to be reviewed by an admin- 
istrative law judge, which is typi- 


cally the first step the FCC takes 
when it seeks to block a merger. 
The sudden clampdown on the 
Sinclair deal marks a shift from 
Pai’s moves to deregulate the 
broadcast industry. 

Sinclair’s proposed merger 
would give the conservative 
broadcaster an unprecedented 
grip over American TV screens. 
The original proposal, if ap- 
proved, would grant Sinclair ac- 
cess to 72 percent of television 
households in the United States, 
far surpassing a national owner- 
ship cap of 39 percent. 

The FCC’s national ownership 
cap limits the reach of any one 

SINCLAIR CONTINUED ON A13 


IN THE NEWS 


Another try In a push to jump-start Afghan 
peace talks, the Trump administration is 
considering new direct negotiations with the 
Taliban. A10 


Prime Day strikes Amazon’s biggest sales day 
of the year was met with worker walkouts 
and a website crash. A12 


THE NATION 
Urgent-care clinics 
have worsened the 
problem of overpre- 
scribed antibiotics, a 
study found. A2 
Democrats are focus- 
ing their campaign to 
retake Congress and de- 
feat President Trump’s 


Supreme Court pick on 
a staunch defense of the 
Affordable Care Act. A14 
Most parents prefer 
metal detectors and 
mental health screening 
over armed teachers to 
keep students safe at 
school, a survey 

found. A18 


THE ECONOMY 
European officials 
called on the U.S. and 
China to avoid a trade 
war. A10 


THE WORLD 

Barack Obama made 
his first visit to Kenya 
since leaving office, and 
his complicated rela- 
tionship with the nation 
was on display. A11 


THE REGION 
Relations between 
Metro and its largest 
union have reached 
their lowest point in 40 
years. B1 

A 10-year-old girl was 
killed in a shooting in 
Northeast Washington 
that also left three 
adults wounded, D.C. 
police said. B8 


METRO 
Building on faith 


Low-income housing finds 
a home at churches. B1 


HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Opioid dilemmas 
Two chronic issues — pain 
and racism — complicate 
efforts to stem a crisis. EL 
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Strong communities are 
< | made of stronger individuals. 


U.S. Bank employees have spent over one million hours volunteering for various nonprofits. 
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